
 

1 
 

Forth Replacement Crossing 

Engaging with Communities 
 

September 2008



 
 

2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      



 
 

3 
 

FORTH REPLACEMENT CROSSING: ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITIES  
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Scottish Government and Transport Scotland are committed to encouraging 
interest and public involvement in the development of the proposals for the 
Forth Replacement Crossing. As work on the project progresses, statutory 
consultation will be required as part of the authorisation process. In the 
meantime Scottish Government and Transport Scotland will ensure that: 
 

• arrangements for participation are inclusive, open and transparent; 

• a wide range of participants are encouraged to get involved at the 
appropriate time; 

• information is provided at key stages to allow for full consideration; 

• communication is facilitated through a range of methods in a range of 
locations; and 

• all representations will be fully considered and feedback provided. 
 

Scottish Government and Transport Scotland are engaging with a wide range of 
stakeholders in the public sector (including local authorities, key government 
departments and agencies), the private sector (including business and industry 
interests and developers), the community and voluntary sector (including 
community councils, other community and voluntary groups) and environmental 
organisations.  
 
The purpose of this document is to set out how we intend to engage with 
communities during the preparation process and how you will be able to take 
part.  
 
2. BACKGROUND TO THE FORTH REPLACEMENT CROSSING 
PROJECT 
 
The existing Forth Road Bridge is showing signs of deterioration as a result of 
increased traffic and the influence of weather and climate in spite of constant 
maintenance throughout its 44 years of service.  Transport Scotland (the 
Scottish Government’s national transport agency) has undertaken a study into a 
replacement crossing as part of a strategic review of Scotland’s transport 
network from 2012 to 2022 (the Strategic Transport Projects Review).  The 
study concluded that a replacement crossing is required to maintain this crucial 
link for the economies of Fife, Edinburgh, the Lothians and the country at large.  
 
On 19 December 2007 Scottish Ministers announced that following careful 
consideration of the studies outlined below, a cable-stayed bridge was the best 
performing option for the replacement crossing.  The bridge will span the Forth 
from the northern shore, just west of the existing road bridge to a point west of 
South Queensferry.  The bridge will be designed to cater for all types of traffic 
including freight, pedestrians and cyclists and will incorporate the facility for a 
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future multimodal public transport corridor which could be used by guided 
buses, light rail or trams in the future.  
 
3. SUMMARY OF WORK TO DATE 
 
The Ministerial decision to build a bridge was informed by the following studies: 
 

• Forth Replacement Crossing Study (FRCS) including an appraisal of 
options following Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG).  

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the short-listed options 
identified from the FRCS. 

• Appropriate Assessment of the SEA short-listed options.  This 
considered the effects of the options on areas of the Firth of Forth 
designated for their European nature conservation value, at a strategic 
level. 

 
The reports of these studies can all be accessed in electronic form on Transport 
Scotland’s website at www.forthreplacementcrossing.info. 
 
4. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND TIMETABLE  
 
Transport Scotland appointed the consultancy joint venture, Jacobs Arup, in 
January 2008 to develop the Forth Replacement Crossing (FRC) project.  Work 
in progress includes: 
 

• Land ownership searches 

• Environmental surveys and assessments 

• Traffic surveys 

• Ground investigation and aerial surveys 

• Developing and assessing road connection and bridge design options. 

• Identifying appropriate procurement, finance and legislative options  

• Consulting with stakeholders  
 
The proposals are being developed following the Design Manual for Roads and 
Bridges (DMRB). This is a three-stage process: 
 
Stage 1 - scoping of environmental and other constraints; 
Stage 2 – consideration of broad corridor options and identification of a 
preferred corridor for the bridge and its connections; 
Stage 3 – identification of preferred alignment and assessment of the preferred 
scheme design including an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 
 
At each stage of the process, a wide range of factors are considered including 
transport needs, engineering and the potential impacts on the environment.  
 
An indicative timeline for the project is included in Table 1 below. 
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Table 1 Indicative Timeline for the Project 
 

Date Project Stage 

Mid – Late 2008 Data collection 

Early 2009 Complete outline design 

End 2009 - 2010 Authorisation process 

2010 - 2016 Tendering & Construction 

 
 
5. ENGAGING WITH THE PUBLIC 
 
Scottish Government and Transport Scotland wish to build on previous public 
and stakeholder consultations undertaken for projects in the Forth bridgehead 
area and to inform, consult and involve the public in the development of the 
current proposals at appropriate stages and level of detail.   
 
In Stage 1, consultation is focussing particularly on gathering information to gain 
a better understanding about the constraints and opportunities in the study area 
through briefing sessions to community groups and email and telephone 
correspondence with the FRC team.  This early consultation will assist the 
design team in understanding the constraints in potential corridors for the bridge 
crossing and connecting road network to the north and south of the Forth.   
 
It is anticipated that later this year the preferred corridors for these road 
connections will be known.  At that stage Scottish Government and Transport 
Scotland wish to consult widely on how the preferred corridor can be developed 
to help inform the detailed proposals which will be taken forward to 
authorisation.  
 
Table 2 sets out the methods, benefits, commitments and timing for public 
participation activities as part of the Forth Replacement Crossing.  The 
anticipated key stages in public participation are listed below: 
 

• February – June 2008: Early engagement with the public to gather 
information about the study area. 

 

• Winter 2008/9: Public Exhibitions to gain public feedback on the 
developing proposals. 

 

• Late 2008 – Mid 2009: Ongoing public consultation to develop the 
detailed design and appropriate mitigation within the preferred corridor.   
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Feedback from all consultation events will be recorded including how the information 
provided has been taken into account in the development of the project.  A report 
summarising feedback from public exhibitions will be produced and made available 
on the project website and in paper format on request to the FRC team (see Section 
7 below for contact details). Additionally, a summary of all consultation activities and 
feedback during the project will be collated.  
  
6. PERIODS OF STATUTORY CONSULTATION 
 
As part of the authorisation process for the project, periods of statutory consultation 
will be required.  At present authorisation processes are not yet fully defined.  
Therefore the consultation periods for all authorisation processes will be advertised 
at the appropriate time. 
 
7. FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
If you would like further information on the project or would like to express your views 
please use one of the following: 
 

• Visit the Forth Replacement Crossing webpage: 
www.forthreplacementcrossing.org (this site also includes information on the 
earlier studies which informed the decision to build a bridge and you can also 
sign up here for the ezine) 

• Email the Forth Replacement Crossing Team: 
frcenquiries@transportscotland.gsi.gov.uk 

• Speak to a member of the Forth Replacement Crossing Team: phone the 
enquiry line on 0141 272 7578 

• Write to: 
 
Forth Replacement Crossing Team 
Transport Scotland  
7th Floor Buchanan House 
58 Port Dundas Road 
Glasgow 
G4 0HF 
 

Further copies of this document are available, on request, in audio and large print 
formats and in community languages, please contact:  
 
info@transportscotland.gsi.gov.uk or phone 0141 272 7100 
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For more information about the Forth Replacement Crossing please 

contact the Transport Scotland Forth Replacement Crossing team on: 

 
phone:  0141 272 7578 

email:  frcenquiries@transportscotland.gsi.gov.uk 
web:  www.forthreplacementcrossing.info 


