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APPENDIX 7B: SNH LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT REPORTS 
 

 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) commissioned four landscape character assessment 
reports between 1995 and 1999, which are relevant to this study: 

 
1. The Central Region Landscape Assessment Report (south bank of the Forth)  

Produced by the ASH Consulting Group in 1996 
 

2. Fife Landscape Character Assessment Report (north bank of the Forth) 
Produced by David Tyldesley and Associates and published in 1999 
 

3. Clackmannanshire Landscape Character Assessment 
Produced by ASH Consulting Group and published in 1997.  
 

4. Central Region Landscape Character Assessment Supplement Stirling to 
Grangemouth  (Final Report) produced by David Tyldesley and Associates and 
published in 1998. 

 
The relevant points, which are pertinent to the study area, are summarised below 
 

 
1. The Central Region Landscape Assessment 
 

In the Central Region Report, the part of the study area which was then within Central 
Region (i.e. south of the River Forth) falls entirely within the “River Valleys Landscape 
Type, Character Area 30: Falkirk/Denny urban fringe”.  
 
The positive attributes, which the study identifies for this area, are: 

• remnant woodland and estate policies;  
• Grangemouth petrochemicals developments and the Ochil Hills which form an 

important backdrop to many views;  
• opportunities to create robust new visual structure with a high capacity to 

absorb landscape change; and  
• a framework for an integrated improvements strategy existing under the 

Greenspace Initiative and Central Scotland Community Woodland Plan. 
 
The main negative attributes identified are:  

• fragmentation and lack of unity due to isolation of individual landscape 
features;  

• visual intrusion from a range of detracting elements including remnant derelict 
land, motorway and road corridors, power lines and industrial sites; and  

• pressure for commercial and housing development on the remaining open 
space areas. 

 
It identifies the key strategic aim of this area as the restructuring of existing character by 
the creation of a unifying landscape framework and suggests guidelines for carrying out 
this aim, such as targeting remaining areas of derelict land, creation of recreational areas 
and other open areas, taking account of the value of the local nature conservation 
habitats, particularly along the river corridors, and the management and enhancement of 
remnant deciduous and policy woodlands. 
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2. Fife Landscape Character Assessment  
 

In this Report, the part of the study area that lies within Fife (i.e. Kincardine environs and 
to the north and east of this) identifies the following landscape character types: 

 
• Inter-tidal shores (ref. IS) 
• Coastal flats including the low fields immediately to the east of Kincardine,ref. 

CF) 
• Coastal hills (including the low hills north of Kincardine,  ref. CH) 
• Lowland hills and valleys (Devilla Forest and West Dunfermline, ref. LH) 
 

The main features and recommendations for these areas are listed below in Table 1. 
 
 

Table 1: Fife Landscape Character Assessment: Summary of Main Relevant Findings in 
respect of Kincardine Area. 

 
Main Features Landscape 

Character Area 
Ref. 

Positive Negative 
Relevant Landscape 

Guidelines 

IS Essentially ‘natural’ 
landscape. 

Vulnerable to oil/ chemical 
spillage, rubbish/debris and 
development. 

Integration with coastal zone 
management plans. 

CF Open exposed landscape. Large fields do not relate to 
landform and features in the 
landscape. 

Two strategic options: Either 
sustain existing open landscape 
or embark on extensive tree 
planting to change existing 
character. 
 
Integration with coastal zone 
management plans. 
 
Careful siting and design of new 
roads/ engineering works to 
minimise landscape and visual 
impact … should be subject to a 
rigorous landscape and visual 
impact assessment. 
 
Encourage planting of hedgerow 
trees, tree groups, shelterbelts. 
 

CH Direct/indirect coastal 
experiences. 
 
Extensive seaward views. 
 
Distinctive edges to 
character type. 
 
Infrequent, small 
settlement. 

Lack of tree cover, open and 
exposed fields with few/poor 
field boundaries. 

Seek to avoid large fields that 
don’t relate to landscape. 
 
Encourage planting of woodland 
hedgerows/hedgerow trees, 
small tree groups, shelterbelts. 
 
Careful siting and design of new 
roads/  
structures. 
 
Management/ restocking of 
existing woodlands and 
shelterbelts. 

LH Variety and subtlety of 
landform. 
 
Regular medium- scale 
fields. 
 

Predominantly agricultural 
but locally significant 
change due to agricultural 
management and in some 
parts, mineral working. 

Encourage maintenance of 
medium-scale regular field 
pattern. 
 
Encourage planting of woodland, 
hedgerow, tree groups, 
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Main Features Landscape 
Character Area 

Ref. 
Positive Negative 

Relevant Landscape 
Guidelines 

Extensive planting, 
shelterbelts, roadside 
planting, policies. 
 
Settlements generally well 
related to landscape. 

shelterbelts. 
 
Considerable scope for new 
planting schemes. 
 
Management/ restocking of 
existing woodlands and 
shelterbelts. 
 
Large-scale developments 
should be concentrated in areas 
already disturbed in the past and 
should avoid prominent slopes/ 
skylines. 
 

 
 

3. Clackmannanshire Landscape Character Assessment 
 

In the Clackmannanshire Report, the part of the study area that lies within 
Clackmannanshire (i.e., west of Canal Burn, Kilbagie and the A977 to the north of 
this),falls within the “River Valleys” Landscape Type, Character Area 4; Carse of Forth. 
 
The relevant positive attributes, which the study identifies for this area, are:  

• flatness and contrast with hills;  
• “created” landscape of geometric ditches, roads and field boundaries; and 
• neat hedgerows.  
 

Relevant negative attributes are:  
• loss of existing tree belts and hedgerows; 
• agricultural change away from permanent grassland; and  
• sensitivity to change due to openness and large viewing population. 

 
It identifies the key strategic aim of this assessment as restructuring tree cover, whilst 
retaining predominant open character, and suggests re-enforcing additional tree cover 
augmented by bank-side planting, and roadside planting. 

 
 
4. Central Region Landscape Character Assessment Supplement: Stirling to 

Grangemouth 
 

The study area falls mostly within the “Carse of Forth, East of Stirling” Landscape Unit D 
which equates with the Clackmannanshire Report Area 4 (Carse of Forth). Relevant 
positive attributes are listed as flatness, openness, contrast with hills, River Forth and 
panoramic large-scale views.  
 
Relevant negative attributes include heavily trafficked roads, derelict and disused land, 
intense glow from the petrochemical works at Grangemouth, and local domination of 
views by large-scale industrial installations/ power stations.  

 
The area to the south of the Kincardine Bridge on the south bank of the Forth is referred 
to as the “Grangemouth – Bo’ness Flats”. The relevant negative attributes are the same 
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as Unit D, but in addition there is the dominance of urban development, docks and 
industrial installations.  

 
Positive attributes are the low-lying coastal flats and internationally important inter-tidal 
mudflats (which are important for wildfowl). 

 
The key aim for the “Carse of Forth, East of Stirling” Landscape Unit D is to retain the 
predominantly open character of the landscape, restore the character of the Carselands, 
whilst remedying the impact of discordant features. 

 
The key aim for the “Grangemouth – Bo’ness Flats” Landscape Unit G is to reduce the 
impacts of the major industrial developments with structural planting, retain any remaining 
open character and sustain the ecological and landscape value of the mudflats. 

 
 




