
Scottish Executive  
Upper Forth Crossing At Kincardine 
Environmental Statement – Appendix 7C 

 

Appendix 7C 

Historic Account



Scottish Executive  
Upper Forth Crossing At Kincardine 
Environmental Statement – Appendix 7C 

 App 7C-1

APPENDIX 7C: HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
 
The study area is evenly split by the River Forth, which provides access for vessels to Kincardine. 
Prior to the construction of the Kincardine Bridge (originally built as a swing bridge but now a 
static structure), the River Forth also used to take shipping onward to the (then) busy ports of 
Alloa and Stirling. As it passes south and out of the study area, the river widens out into an 
estuary 3 miles wide.  

 
Several buildings of historical interest dominate the landscape. Airth Castle Hotel, of 14th century 
origin and once the home of the Graham family, sits on the southern margin of the Hill of Airth. 
Clackmannan Tower, the remains of the home of the Bruce family from the 14th to the 18th 
century, sits on the summit of King Seat Hill in the north and just outwith the Study area. Further 
upriver, distant views extend to the Wallace Monument close to Stirling.  
  
The need to reclaim land and make it useful was evident as the boggy moss areas were not fit for 
cattle or ploughing. The town of Kincardine and the settlement of Kennet Pans were built largely 
on marshland reclaimed from the Forth by the deposition of coal ash from the saltpans, which 
gave Kincardine its first industry and earlier name of West Pans. 
 
By the middle of the 16th century, salt manufacturing had become firmly established in the area 
and shoreside crops of easily mined coal, coupled with local demand and increasing opportunities 
for overseas sales, encouraged concentration of development on the north and south banks of 
the River Forth.  

 
The row of miners cottages at Kennet Pans, which are Category C/S listed buildings, were built 
by Lord Dundonald. One of the main reasons for the success of the pits at Kennet Pans was the 
ease with which the coal could be exported through its small port. Its other export was whisky 
from the village’s own distillery and from the nearby Kilbagie Distillery. In 1733 Kennet Pans was 
the largest distillery in Scotland and it is now a Scheduled Monument. The remains of the Kilbagie 
Distillery is a C-listed building. 

 
The Plans for Dams and Aqueducts, dated 1806, which are held in the Kincardine library, shows 
Peppermill and Muir Dams and a system of artificial aqueducts, which fed water to Tulliallan Mill 
on the northern edge of Kincardine. Donalds Dam and an artificial aqueduct served the whisky 
distillery and coal pit at Kilbagie.  They discharged water via a canal to the River Forth.  

 
During the reign of King James IV in the early 16th century, a naval dockyard was constructed at 
the Pool of Airth just opposite Kincardine. This dockyard was built to construct a fleet which would 
be owned and maintained by the crown and was completed by 1506. 

 
Kincardine’s position as a principal ferry port for the shipment of goods from Fife over to south 
west Scotland, was strengthened by the new harbour and embankment made in the early 19th 
century. By 1826 there were 45 ship owners in Kincardine and in 1841 the yards were still 
building fully rigged ships. The last vessels of any size were the Inverallan and the Inverdruie, the 
latter being launched in 1869. The shipping pier on the east was built in 1811-13 and the ramped 
ferry pier on the west bridge replaced an earlier pier in 1826. The pier projecting from the west 
embankment was added in 1891. 
 
The Forth estuary, a barrier as well as a means of communication and transport, has since the 
13th and 14th centuries, linked the prosperous coastal towns of Fife to the larger seaports of Leith 
and Granton as they developed in importance along with Edinburgh. 
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Later in the 18th and 19th century, changes in agriculture, the expansion of coal and textile 
industries, the migration to the towns and cities and the development of a local tourist industry, all 
contributed to the greater use of ferries across the Forth.  

 
Up to the 19th century, the ferry seems to have been rudimentary and it was only within 2 hours 
before and after flood that passengers could pass with a horse. Foot passengers being obliged at 
low water mark to wade through 40 yards of mud. 
 
The stone pier to the west of the bridge was not completed until 1820. The minute book of the 
justices of the Peace for the year 1827 shows two ferries in active use by the drovers. 

 
In 1828, a steam ferryboat commenced operations at Higgins’ Neuk ferry in addition to sailing 
boats used for cattle transportation, whilst travellers used to enjoy refreshments at the Keith Arms 
Inn on the riverside. This ferry service lasted up to 1936 when the bridge was built. 

 
The coming of the railway era and the construction of the bridge over the Forth at Queensferry 
(1882-1889), brought about an immense impetus to the development of industry in eastern 
Scotland. 

 
The Kincardine branch line opened for traffic west of Kincardine in 1893 and eastwards in 1906, 
providing a rail link to Alloa in the west and Dunfermline in the east. Although the passenger 
service was withdrawn in 1930, the opening of Kincardine and Longannet power stations in the 
1960’s gave the single-track line a new lease of life for the transport of coal. 
 
Pressure for an additional crossing over the Forth to relieve congestion at Stirling Bridge and 
avoid the detour, became evident in the years after the First World War and in 1925, schemes for 
a bridge to be located either at Alloa or Kincardine, were considered by the local authorities. 

 
Kincardine was chosen, as this was the furthest downstream site where a bridge could be built at 
a moderate cost. At Kincardine the river is 720m wide at high water and immediately below, the 
river widens out to an estuary about 3 miles wide. The river is navigable to Stirling and prior to the 
opening of the bridge, was mainly used above Kincardine by vessels trading to Alloa dock for coal 
and to South Alloa with oil and timber pit props. 

 
The bridge, which was the world’s longest swing bridge when opened in 1936, operated without 
fault until the 1980’s, when it was officially declared a static structure.  

 
Following its opening, the bridge was affectionately nicknamed the ‘Silver Link’ and nearby on the 
southern approach road to the bridge, was the 1930’s Art Deco style Silver Link Roadhouse (now 
the Bathe showroom).  
 
Conspicuous by its twin chimneys, Kincardine Power Station was opened in 1960 to meet the 
increasing demand for electricity in Central Scotland on land reclaimed in the 18th century. The 
Power station has recently been demolished and the yards are now derelict and the future use of 
the site is still to be determined. 

 
Two miles east, lies Longannet Power Station. It was built on 30 hectares of previously tidal 
foreshore, reclaimed from the River Forth with ash from the Kincardine Power Station. This 
station is still operating, despite the closure of f the adjacent coal mine in 2002 due to flooding. 

 
Today the study area is best known as the site of the police training college for the whole of 
Scotland, based at Tulliallan Castle, and for its one remaining industry,  the de-inking operation at 
Kilbagie Mills, which is now part of the Inveresk Group. 




