
       
Review of the office and functions of the Scottish Road Works Commissioner 
 
Derek Mackay, Minister for Transport and the Islands, recently announced an 
independent review of the Office and functions of the Scottish Road Works 
Commissioner, with recommendations to be made to the Scottish Ministers by end 
March 2016. 
 
Scope of Services 
 
The Scottish Ministers, while not wishing to point the review to any particular 
outcome, require it to address three broad headings regarding the Office and its 
functions:- 
 

 Independence  - necessity and extent of independence; governance models; 
how best to support the function/office; management of the SRWR and the 
statutory ‘Keeper’ role; 

 Improved collaboration – how to best fit with wider agenda on roads 
maintenance and viewing the road network as an asset; and 

 Enhanced enforcement – scope of offences, method of policing, possible 
sanctions. 

 
Indicative Outputs and Milestones 
 
It is anticipated that the Review will follow the following broad format :- 
 

1. Evidence gathering/ Stakeholder engagement – Oct-Dec 2015 
2. Analysis and discussion of emerging findings. Refine any final evidence 

gathered – January 2016 
3. Drafting of Final Report – Jan-March 2016 
4. Consultation on Final Report – Jan-March 2016 
5. Submission of Final Report to Minister for Transport and Islands – March 

2016 
 

Reviewer 
 

Mr Jim Barton, BSc, CEng, MICE, FIHT has been appointed to undertake the review. 
He can be contacted at srwcreview@gmail.com.  
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